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Please use this space to write 
a thank you message to your 
donors, describing how your 
scholarship has made a 
difference to your academic 
studies and personal 
development.

This academic year has made an indelible mark in my 
life. I am grateful I was given this opportunity to start this 
journey in September 2019. The year has been filled with 
a lot of experience which will never be forgotten. 

Starting from my choice of course of study to where I live, 
people I met in class and the city, they’ve all culminated 
to make my stay and study in Bath a beautiful one.

During my studies I was involved in social clubs, I was a 
member of the Students’ Union in Bath representing my 
course mates. This helped me build a close relationship 
with my course mates and I was able to represent them 
efficiently.

I volunteered with Street Child, an NGO that aims to 
create educational opportunities for some of the most 
vulnerable children in Africa and Asia. My target was to 
raise £1000 for refugee children in Uganda, which I was 
able to raise more than half. 

Also, I currently volunteer with Bath 3SG to provide 
support to those affected by the coronavirus. I engage in 
shopping for vulnerable, providing phone call support to 
them. This was my own little way of saying thank you to 
the beautiful city and people of Bath.

My choice course of study - International Development 
has also exposed me to skills, knowledge, and 
experience that I believe is significant to my career 
success. I learned a new language - French- by taking a 
language course provided by the University of Bath.



What do you enjoy most about 
your academic studies and why?

One major thing I enjoyed during my academic studies is 
how I was able to engage and discuss with colleagues 
and lecturers from different parts of the world. This 
opened my mind to diverse way of thinking and how to 
accommodate and be tolerant of others irrespective of 
view and knowledge.

Another thing I really enjoyed is my course. I’ve always 
heard about development but during my studies I was 
able to engage in it and really understand what 
development is all about. Meeting new people and 
building networks is another thing I enjoyed, I traveled 
within the UK to participate in events organized by the 
Commonwealth Shared Scholarship. This provided a 
platform to explore the UK and enjoy every bit of it.

What are you looking forward to 
learning next year? What 
personal development goals 
have you set yourself?

I’m looking forward to enhancing my language skills in 
French and Mandarin. I also will like to take courses in 
Project management to build my skills in development 
management which I learned during my course of study.
I got interested in Yoga during my course of study, hence 
I will like to practice more Yoga skills in the next year. 

I have discovered that I have a passion for Humanitarian 
works, so in the next year, I will be joining Street Child in 
Uganda for a three-month Volunteering work as an 
assistant Project officer.

I’m also looking forward to engaging in research in the 
area of Gender and Development with Research 
Institutes.

Please let us know how you are 
getting on during the lockdown, 
if you have not already been in 
touch.

The beginning of the lockdown was quite difficult for me. I 
had to adjust my reading schedules, learning time. 
I found catching up with some of my readings very 
difficult because I prefer to read in libraries to my room. 
So I had to spend extra time reading before I could 
understand better.

In all with the support provided by my department, SU 
Bath, Wellbeing department, and my Church, I was able 
to adjust to make the best of the lockdown. Though the 
lockdown was a trying time for me but I am happy I was 
able to pull through with adequate support provided by 
the University and people around me.



What are your long-term 
aspirations and hopes for the 
future?

I aspire to have a PhD in my field, specifically in the 
research area centered on Gender and Development.
I also aspire to work in the Development field and own a 
Non-Governmental Organization that aims to advocate 
against gender-based violence and also help its victims. 
In sum, my hope for the future is that I make the best of 
all I’ve learned to make positive changes in my country, 
Nigeria and the world at large.



Adetoro Adetayo
The Commonwealth Shared Scholarship
Course: MSc Sustainable Chemical 

Engineering
Year of study: Postgraduate
Year of graduation: 2020

Please use this space to write 
a thank you message to your 
donors, describing how your 
scholarship has made a 
difference to your academic 
studies and personal 
development.

It means a lot to have been awarded the Commonwealth 
Shared Scholarship and I would like to say a big thank 
you to my donors. I am grateful for this rare opportunity 
that has been given to me of which I will never forget. 
The generosity through this scholarship has provided me 
the opportunity to further my studies to the Master’s level 
which wouldn’t have been possible. I hope I have made 
you proud.

I got to learn the relevance and importance of 
sustainability as it applies to the chemical engineering 
field. This helped me to understand the concept and 
motivations behind the circular economy because I was 
not well-informed on that subject area up until I started 
the Sustainable Chemical Engineering program at the 
University of Bath. 

What do you enjoy most about 
your academic studies and why?

I enjoyed working on exciting projects (group activities) 
with my course mates, meeting new people both within 
and outside my area of specialty. Group exercises 
provided me the avenue to bond more with my group 
members. I also enjoyed learning new concepts and 
applying the principles I was taught in my various 
courses, not just relying on theoretical knowledge. These 
experiences were quite exciting for me because I was not 
exposed to this type of teaching system when I undertook 
my undergraduate degree in my home country and I was 
happy to have learnt from well-experienced lecturers in 
an engaging and conducive environment.

What are you looking forward to 
learning next year? What 
personal development goals 
have you set yourself?

I look forward to pursue my education to the PhD level in 
my chosen career – this will help me to impact the 
knowledge I have acquired to upcoming chemical 
engineers through avenues such as seminars, lecturing, 
and contributing to the industrial sector in the future.



I will take advantage of opportunities and projects that will 
develop and prepare me for having my educational 
establishments.
The personal development goals I have set for myself 
include:
-Building and improving my professional relationships.
-Growing my professional network.
-Build resilience and acquire conflict resolution skills.
-Gaining experiences and attending seminars on how to 
start and own an educational establishment
-Attend workshops on how to improve my leadership 
skills and undergo training on how to improve my public 
speaking skills.

Please let us know how you are 
getting on during the lockdown, 
if you have not already been in 
touch.

I have already been in touch concerning this subject. I 
have been coping well and trying to keep safe. Hope you 
are too. I am still at Bath and online studying is going 
well. 

I have a few of my friends here in the accommodation 
that keep me company once in a while when the 
opportunity or time is available for that because 
examinations are currently ongoing. I do have long video 
calls with my family members in my home country and 
this helps as I am very excited to hear from them.

Thank you once again and stay safe.

What are your long-term 
aspirations and hopes for the 
future?

My long-term aspiration is to acquire the highest level of 
knowledge and practical experiences in my field which 
would be impacted unto future generations.
Other long-term aspirations and hopes for the future 
include:
-Build a career that continually expands my experience, 
skill base, network of connections, and mindset.
-Improve on my leadership and communication skills
-Lecture upcoming students in my field.
-Build my level of pro-activeness.
-Make publications that will proffer solutions to an 
industrial problem.
-Head my consultancy firm that will render help and 
assistance to organisations.



Chukwuemeka Alozie
The Commonwealth Shared Scholarship
Course: Molecular Biosciences

(Microbiology)
Year of study: Postgraduate
Year of graduation: 2020

Please use this space to write 
a thank you message to your 
donors, describing how your 
scholarship has made a 
difference to your academic 
studies and personal 
development.

I would love to thank the Commonwealth Scholarship 
Commission, the Royal Commonwealth Society Bath and 
Bath District and my esteemed donors for the generous 
scholarship award. Your support in helping me obtain a 
Master’s degree has provided the perfect springboard 
towards achieving my lifelong dream of becoming a 
professor in the biosciences and leading a word-class 
research group and a first-rate research laboratory aimed 
at studying and developing tools for bioscience and 
biomedical applications.

We started the year with our research module one which 
was aimed at evaluating the efficiency of CRISPR-Cas9 
gene editing technology on fungal transformation 
systems. The development and optimization of CRISPR 
Cas9 gene editing system is rapidly advancing the 
genetic engineering of fungi to produce antifungal and the 
evaluation of new fungi target. The most interesting 
aspect of this module was that most of our experiments 
did not turn out as expected. This enabled me to learn 
skills such as resilience, collaborative and creative 
thinking needed for a life in research.

All the lectures, seminars and events I participated in 
during my program has contributed immensely to the 
increase of  my intellectual capacity; thus, modelling me 
into a genuinely disciplined thinker, who would have an 
interdisciplinary expertise, together with the intellectual 
flexibility required to respond to a continuing changing 
professional environment and broader socio-economic 
landscape.

Again, profuse thanks for your generosity and kindness. 
This scholarship has greatly encouraged to give back to 
the next generation of individual/scientist following me.



What do you enjoy most about 
your academic studies and why?

Studying Molecular Biosciences (Microbiology) at the 
University of Bath, is one of the best experiences in my 
life. Throughout the program, we covered a diverse range 
of interesting topics. These topics involved more than just 
the science behind the molecular mechanism by which 
microorganisms cause diseases; but the way 
microorganisms regulate their gene expression, 
communicate with each other, and respond to their 
environment. 

My favorite lectures were the vaccinology and virology 
lectures. These lectures were interesting as it gave us a 
historical and contemporary view of vaccines and 
medically important viruses. It also drew some parallel 
between historical pandemics such as small-pox and the 
current COVID-19 pandemic. A huge credit goes to the 
story telling skills of my lecturers. The course of these 
lectures has provided an inspiration and hope for the 
future despite the current Covid-19 pandemic.

I enjoyed the social events hosted by the Commonwealth 
Scholarship Commission (Welcome event) and the 
numerous events by the Royal Commonwealth Society 
Bath and Bath District, and the Alumni department of 
University of Bath. It provided the ideal environment to 
create and build strong networks. The conversations I 
had with scholars and professionals from different 
countries allowed me to exchange ideas as well as gain 
valuable insight into the different cultures and lifestyle, as 
well as develop a deep appreciation for diversity.

What are you looking forward to 
learning next year? What 
personal development goals 
have you set yourself?

With the gained confidence and independence in 
practical skills and knowledge at an advanced level, at 
the end of my study, I look forward to continuing my 
studies at the doctoral level next year. 

As a result of my Master’s project, I am more specifically 
interested in regenerative medicine which aims to restore 
the physiological functions of organs and tissues for 
patients suffering from severe injuries or chronic disease 
conditions, in the state where the body’s own 
regenerative responses do not suffice. I look forward to 
studying and developing regenerative medicine strategies 
such as harnessing, stimulating and guiding endogenous 
developmental or repair processes.

I look forward to delivering on the promise I made to the 
Commonwealth Scholarship Commission on my 
developmental impact statement, in which I promised to 
collaborate with the relevant health commission and 
ministries, to assess and manage health risks, to design 
targeted research in human health, and to manage 
effective response plans for fighting/preventing the 
spread of infectious epidemics in Nigeria, as well as 



mentor and tutor the next generation of scientists in 
Nigeria. To this regard, I am focused on developing a 
repertoire of skills such as management, communication, 
leadership, presentation skills, etc. 

To further hone my presentation skills, I formed a journal 
club with my best friends in my home country, where we 
discuss academic research papers every weekend. This 
has greatly improved my confidence. I look forward to 
building and maintaining strong professional 
relationships.

Please let us know how you are 
getting on during the lockdown, 
if you have not already been in 
touch.

I would admit, I was one of those people who had the 
short-lived delusion at the beginning of the lockdown that 
it would be a fantastic time to study and acquire critical 
personal development skills. However, this did not 
happen, as I no longer had access to the places where I 
could study and generate my best ideas.

During this period, I have actively followed the NHS and 
the UK government rules and regulation regarding social 
distancing to ensure my safety as well as the safety of 
others. This lockdown enabled me to form a family bond 
with my house mates and we engaged in different 
activities such as taking a walk, playing basketball, 
cooking and studying together. This has helped me 
generate lifelong friends from different parts of the world.

The only module that was adversely affected by the lock 
down was my Research module two, that comprises of 
laboratory-based research work. As a substitute for 
research based practical, we are meant to write a 
grant/research proposal. Even though I would miss the 
thrills and skills associated with carrying out experiments, 
writing a grant/research proposal, will prepare me 
adequately for life in the academia.

Also, I constantly remind myself that the current 
pandemic is temporary. And the skills I shall generate 
during this period will remain permanently and help 
define my characteristics as an individual and scientist.

What are your long-term 
aspirations and hopes for the 
future?

My short-term career goal is to gain professional level 
training and expertise at an advanced level in terms of 
current techniques and practices useful in the 
biosciences; this would be achieved through doctoral and 
post-doctoral training. 

Upon completion of my PhD and post-doctoral studies, 
my long-term career goal is to head a research laboratory 
studying and developing research and diagnostic tools for 
bioscience and biomedical application. 



I seek to become a professor at a research-intensive 
university. This would give me the needed opportunity to 
work at the forefront of the Biosciences, contributing 
entirely new knowledge to my specialty, and as well, 
apply the skills and knowledge acquired over the duration 
of my study in time past, to promote greater 
understanding of emerging issues within the health sector 
in my home country, Nigeria, concentrating on 
developments in analytical, molecular and practical 
approaches to monitoring the treatment of life threatening 
diseases.

In addition to research, I am interested in the pedagogical 
side of professorship, which will allow me to serve as a 
mentor and train the next generation of scientists, serving 
as a transfer medium to enable them acquire research, 
analytical and creative skills, thereby empowering them in 
the process.

On the long run, I’d then be able to consolidate on my 
leadership skills and potentials to effectively take up key 
leadership and responsibility positions in my home 
country, Nigeria, to influence better decisions/policy 
making processes in the Health and educational sectors, 
with the goal of encouraging more investments in these 
sectors.



Mohd Umair Khan
The Commonwealth Shared Scholarship
Course: MSc International 

Development with Economics
Year of study: Postgraduate
Year of graduation: 2020

Please use this space to write 
a thank you message to your 
donors, describing how your 
scholarship has made a 
difference to your academic 
studies and personal 
development.

I thank the donors of the Commonwealth Shared 
Scholarship for contributing to making it possible for me 
to enhance my understanding of development. Without 
the financial support from the Commonwealth 
Scholarship, it was totally impossible. 

I applied to the Commonwealth Shared Scholarship as a 
fresh economics graduate from the Aligarh Muslim 
University, India. I had experiences of field-based 
internships and was passionate about such research. But 
there was a need to enhance my understanding of 
development with the help of course with different 
assessment system i.e. writing coursework and not 
invigilated exams. This course at Bath gave me that 
opportunity.

What do you enjoy most about 
your academic studies and why?

I enjoyed a lot when it comes to discussing my future 
prospects with my personal tutor. The style of coursework 
like essays, briefs, reports was another interesting aspect 
of my academic studies. 

I always believe that when you write and read you 
engage more with the literature. But in my previous 
degree, there were invigilated exams where you don’t 
reference or cite anything you say. In this course, I am 
writing essays and reports citing literature and based on 
extensive readings. This has increased my engagement 
with the literature of development I was in need of. In this 
sense this academic study was wonderful.

What are you looking forward to 
learning next year? What 
personal development goals 
have you set yourself?

After this course, I want to work on field-based projects in 
the area of inequality and livelihood. I am applying to 
organisations which are working on the field. My area of 
interest is to campaign and work for measuring 
multidimensional inequality systematically.
My immediate goal is to find a good research-based and 
possibly field-research based job in some grassroots 
organisation. Poverty, inequality, health policy are my 
preferences. 



After doing this job for two years, I would like to go for a 
PhD to further enhance my understanding of 
multidimensional inequality. I would like to work with Prof 
Thomas Piketty and Prof Jean Dreze in this field.

Please let us know how you are 
getting on during the lockdown, 
if you have not already been in 
touch.

Lockdown is a different experience but not very 
troublesome for me personally. I have a studio-like flat 
with me in the university accommodation where I can 
social-distance well. Lectures, tutor sessions, and other 
meeting are going good virtually. But I sincerely hope all 
this end soon. 

On a personal level, I miss meeting my friends who are in 
London and I also regret that my plans to visit Scotland 
are no longer plans. Despite this, very recently I am able 
to visit Weston Super Mare beach driving a rented car. I 
hope this lockdown ends soon and I could go to Scotland.

What are your long-term 
aspirations and hopes for the 
future?

I want to become a Development Economist with right set 
of priorities. I want to work with or start an organisation of 
credible repute and timely intervention. 

After completing my PhD on some topic related to 
Multidimensional Inequality, I would like to campaign for 
better data on various non-income aspects of inequality.

Lime Tree Café, University of 
Bath



Unwana Umoren
The Commonwealth Shared Scholarship
Course: MSc Human Computer 

Interaction
Year of study: Postgraduate
Year of graduation: 2020

Please use this space to write 
a thank you message to your 
donors, describing how your 
scholarship has made a 
difference to your academic 
studies and personal 
development.

I feel privileged to be a beneficiary of the Commonwealth 
Shared Scholarship for the year 2019/2020. Thanks to 
your generous donations and support, I am furthering my 
education at the University of Bath.

I am currently enrolled in a Master’s taught degree 
programme with a specific focus on Human-Computer 
Interaction. I just concluded my second semester and I 
am currently working on my dissertation which is focused 
on Internet of things (IoT) security. 

In my first semester, I offered four modules: mobile and 
pervasive systems, software engineering, safety-critical 
systems, and networking. For the just concluded second 
semester, I offered five courses: cyber security, 
collaborative systems, interactive communication design, 
entrepreneurship, and research project preparation. 
These courses have contributed immensely to increasing 
my technical knowledge and skills. For instance, the 
entrepreneurship module exposed me to writing technical 
proposals, business plans, and pitching business ideas to 
potential investors. These modules have not only 
improved my knowledge and skills but have greatly 
contributed to my personal development.

Asides from my taught modules, I also attend 
conferences to learn more from specialists in the field 
and further broaden my knowledge. Also, I am a member 
of the Royal Commonwealth Society, Bath and this has 
provided me with the opportunity to network with other 
scholars from various Commonwealth countries.

Without your support, my educational pursuit would be 
just a dream. Thank you for being the life to my dreams 
and making them come true. I am very grateful. Thank 
you.



What do you enjoy most about 
your academic studies and why?

Every bit of my academic studies was memorable. The 
most exciting part of my academic studies was the 
experiences drawn from the following courses: software 
engineering, safety-critical systems, entrepreneurship, 
and cyber security. These courses increased my 
technical knowledge and personal development. In the 
software engineering module, I was part of a team and 
our task was to build a dungeon game using Java 
programming language. I learnt teamwork, agile software 
development, project management, and programming 
from this module.

In safety-critical systems, I learnt the importance of safety 
in the design and use of safety-critical systems. The most 
exciting part of this course was the analysis of accidents 
that occurred in the past and measures that could have 
been adopted to prevent the occurrences.

Furthermore, the entrepreneurship module increased my 
knowledge in developing business ideas, writing business 
plans, and pitching business ideas to investors. We were 
divided into teams and our task was to come up with a 
technology-oriented business idea and pitch the idea to 
potential investors. It was a memorable experience and I 
can say now that I am an entrepreneur.

The most exciting part of the cyber security module was 
the task given to keep track of credit card usage and 
analyse the security of using credit cards for online 
transactions. This exercise revealed a lot about what 
happens to credit card information on the merchant’s 
website.  This was exciting and contributed to my security 
knowledge.

These experiences contributed to making my academic 
studies memorable and enjoyable.

What are you looking forward to 
learning next year? What 
personal development goals 
have you set yourself?

In terms of personal development, there are a couple of 
goals I have set to achieve next year. 

First, I will be taking cybersecurity courses and obtain 
certifications. I love design so I will also take graphic 
design courses, UI/UX design courses, video editing, and 
3D animation courses to improve my design skills. 
Furthermore, I will also improve my web development 
skills and utilize the knowledge to build web applications. 

Also, I will take some online data analytics courses and 
familiarize myself with the use of Python for data 
analysis, as data is the new currency in the world today.
I am excited about learning these new courses and 
contributing to my personal development.



Please let us know how you are 
getting on during the lockdown, 
if you have not already been in 
touch.

I was already in touch in April. I am still in Bath, doing 
well, and staying safe. So far, I haven’t had any issues 
accessing the University’s online resources. My online 
classes and presentations went very well and it was 
really exciting to see how powerful computer-mediated 
communication tools can be especially when team 
members are geographically distributed.  I did not have 
exams this semester, just course works and I did my best 
to turn them in before the deadlines. 

Currently working on my dissertation and it is going well 
too. I take walks frequently to stretch my body, eat 
healthy meals, and stay safe. Overall, I am doing fine.

What are your long-term 
aspirations and hopes for the 
future?

My long term goal is to use the knowledge acquired 
through my postgraduate study in Human-Computer 
Interaction to contribute to the technological development 
of my country. 

I also hope to build computer centers in rural areas of my 
country which will provide young minds with the 
resources to become technologically sound, provide 
platforms for them to express their creativity, and 
showcase their inventions. Constantly impacting and 
growing young minds in the area of technology is my long 
term aspiration.


